January 19, 2012
Paul Novak

Executive Officer 

Los Angeles Formation Commission
80 South Lake Avenue, Suite 870

Pasadena, CA 91101
FAX: (626) 204-6507

EMAIL: pnovak@lalafco.org
PHONE: (626) 204-6500
Dear Mr. Novak:

I am writing as a concerned [resident, stakeholder, business owner, supporter] of Unincorporated East Los Angeles (East LA) and a supporter of the East LA incorporation effort.
I strongly urge the Los Angeles Formation Commission (LAFCO) to grant the East Los Angeles Resident’s Association’s (ELARA) request for a continuance of LAFCO’s public hearing scheduled for January 25th.  I strongly believe there are several viable options that have not yet been explored to determine East LA’s fiscal viability, and that the Commission is still receiving seriously flawed financial information. I request that the Commission approve the Negative Declaration and direct staff to work with the proponents to develop a plan for terms and conditions of feasibility. 
I am disturbed that after a rigorous four year process where tremendous time and community resources have been invested to determine East LA’s true viability, there is still no credible financial study that provides residents and business owners with a clear and accurate understanding of the revenues and expenditures of this community.  The financial studies conducted by the LAFCO consultant, the county and the state are inconsistent and vary by millions of dollars, and points to an extreme lack of accountability.  This is unacceptable! We as a community have the right to accurate information about where our tax dollars are going. 

I believe that there are feasible options to achieve viability and all options should be explored before you deny the residents of East LA a local voice and deny voters the opportunity to vote on the incorporation of our community.
It is my understanding that law requires a continuance of the public hearing as necessary to assure a full and fair consideration of the proposed incorporation.  Our community deserves real answers.  Therefore, until an accurate financial document is made readily available to our community, or until all entities come together to draft the terms and conditions for feasibility, I urge you to grant a continuance of the public hearing for Unincorporated East Los Angeles.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully,

[Your name and any contact information you wish to provide]
